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✙  THE PHILADELPHIA DEANERY 
of the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania, Orthodox Church in America 

 
Report of the Dean - September, 2006 to September, 2007 

 
 As always, our Deanery clergy plan on meeting six times a year. After singing an Akathist, we hold 
our business meeting, followed by a presentation on questions of common interest. We try to make our 
meetings spiritually edifying, productive, fraternally supportive and intellectually stimulating.  
 We welcome Father David Mahaffey and his family into our Deanery, where Father David is the 
Rector of Holy Trinity Church in Pottstown. It was a great tragedy that soon after the Mahaffeys came to 
Pottstown, Matushka Catherine succumbed to cancer. We pray for the repose of her soul. May her 
Memory be Eternal. 
 We will miss Father Thomas Edwards and Matushka Evelyn, who have moved on to a parish in a 
neighboring diocese. We pray them Many Years! 
 We commend Seminarian James Worthington of Holy Trinity Church, Pottstown, in his second year 
of studies at Saint Tikhon’s Seminary. We salute his constant application to prayer and study. 
 We congratulate Seminarian Reader Alexei Derek Schmidt of Assumption of the Virgin Church, 
Philadelphia, who has begun his studies at Saint Tikhon’s Seminary. We salute him and pray for his 
diligence in prayer and conscientious application to study.  
 Our Deanery clergy continue to commend likely candidates to study in our Orthodox seminaries and 
live in our Orthodox monasteries. If you feel called to the service of the Lord, contact your pastor today! 
It’s never too late or too early to answer the Lord’s call! 
 As we work toward Orthodox unity in America, our Deanery clergy’s participation in the Orthodox 
Clergy Brotherhoods plays an increasingly important role in the Christian life and witness in our area. 
Our Deanery’s ten churches are among more than sixty Orthodox churches of almost every jurisdiction 
in our geographical area. The Deanery clergy and faithful in the Bethlehem area participate in the 
Lehigh Valley Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood and the events it sponsors. The Deanery clergy and faithful 
in the Philadelphia area participate in the Philadelphia Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood and its events. 
 The Dean of the Philadelphia Deanery often receives phone calls from pastors of parishes in other 
areas including upper New York State, New Jersey (north and south), Delaware and upstate and Western 
Pennsylvania, when they have parishioners in Philadelphia hospitals. Of course we go to visit these 
ailing persons as soon as we get the call.  
 The Philadelphia Deanery’s annual Advent Mission Service and Lecture was held Sunday, 
December 10, 2006, at Saint Stephen’s Cathedral. The Akathist to Saint Herman of Alaska was 
celebrated. We were then pleased to have the opportunity to venerate the miraculous and myrrh-
streaming icon of Saint Anna. A lecture was given entitled: “In Joyful Expectation” presented by 
Archimandrite Athanasy (Mastalski), pastor of the Church of Our Lady, ‘Joy of All Who Sorrow’ in 
Philadelphia. 
 During the first week of Great Lent, 2007, the clergy and faithful of our Deanery participated in the 
annual Philadelphia area pan-Orthodox First Week of Lent Retreat in a different church Monday through 
Thursday, including Assumption of the Virgin Church, Saint Nicholas Church and Saint Stephen’s 
Cathedral of our Deanery. We celebrated the complete Matins and joined together for a Lenten lunch. 
Attendance was good.  
 The 2007 Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers was to be celebrated in the Lehigh Valley with the Lehigh 
Valley Clergy Brotherhood at Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Allentown The Homilist was 
Father David Hester, professor of Church History at Saint Tikhon’s Seminary. The Vespers was 
cancelled because of snow, and was held the following Sunday instead. 
 The Lehigh Valley Clergy Brotherhood also sponsored Mission Vespers during Lent. 
 • March 4:  Sunday of Saint Gregory Palamas: Sunday of Orthodoxy Celebration 
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 •  March 11:  Sunday of Veneration of the Cross: Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, Stroudsburg 
 •   March 18: Sunday of Saint John of ‘The Ladder’: Saint Nicholas’ Greek Orthodox Church, 

Bethlehem 
 • March 25: Saint Mary of Egypt Sunday: Assumption of the Holy Virgin Church, Northampton 
 The Lehigh Valley Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood sponsored a Great Lenten Retreat on 
Wednesday, March 28, 2007, at Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church. Mother Raphaela, Abbess of 
the Monastery of the Holy Myrrhbearers, offered a meditation, followed by Presanctified Liturgy. 
 Philadelphia area Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers of 2007, was to be hosted by Saint Stephen’s 
Cathedral, Philadelphia. His Grace, Bishop TIKHON was to be the homilist, but services were cancelled 
due to predicted bad weather. 
 Our Deanery and the Philadelphia Clergy Brotherhood alternately sponsored the Mission Vespers on 
the Sundays of Great Lent, 2007. The Mission services were well-attended. The Philadelphia Pan-
Orthodox Choir as well as our local parish choirs led the responses. 
 • March 4:  Sunday of Saint Gregory Palamas: Assumption of the Virgin Church, Philadelphia 
 Homilist: Father Nicolai Buga of Holy Trinity Church, Philadelphia 
 •  March 11:  Sunday of Veneration of the Cross: Saint John Chrysostom Church, Philadelphia 
   Homilist: Father John Udics of Assumption of the Virgin Church, Philadelphia 
 •   March 18: Sunday of Saint John of ‘The Ladder’: Saint Nicholas’ Church, Philadelphia  
   Homilist: Father David Mahaffey of Holy Trinity Church, Pottstown 
 • March 25: Sunday of Saint Mary of Egypt: Holy Trinity Church, Pottstown  
  Homilist: Father Theodore Heckman of Saint Mark’s Church, Wrightstown 
 Another event supported by our Deanery was the Twelfth Annual Eastern Churches Conference of 
the Philadelphia Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood, which was held Saturday, November 11, 2006, at Saint 
Michael’s Church, Philadelphia. The topic was “Africa’s Ancient Christian Heritage – Then and Now.” 
The speakers were Father Moses Berry, of the Theotokos “Unexpected Joy” Mission, Ash Grove, 
Missouri, and Father Paisius Altschul, of Saint Mary of Egypt Church, Kansas City, Missouri, with 
slides by Seminarian Elias Mukasa of Uganda, of Saint Tikhon’s Seminary, South Canaan, 
Pennsylvania. 
 The Thirteenth Annual Eastern Churches Conference of the Philadelphia Orthodox Clergy 
Brotherhood, will be held Saturday, December 8, 2007, at Saint Michael’s Church, Philadelphia. The 
topic will be “Remaining True to Christ in a Pagan World.” The speaker will be Father John Reeves, 
pastor of Holy Trinity Church, State College, and Chaplain of the Orthodox Christian Fellowship, Penn 
State University in State College. Everyone is welcome! 
 Our Deanery’s goals are to shine the light of Christ in the Orthodox Tradition, to advance the 
spiritual life and Christian education of the faithful and to provide support for the clergy. We strive to 
lead the way in promoting grass-roots unity in Orthodox America. We pray that all of our Deanery 
faithful, our Orthodox neighbors, and our surrounding communities will catch fire with zeal so we can 
work together doing the work of Our Lord in the Delaware and Lehigh Valleys.  
 
Saint Stephen’s Cathedral (1971), Philadelphia, Priest Victor Gorodenchuk, Dean.  
 The past year at Saint Stephen's Cathedral was marked with many activities and events.  In addition 
to our educational classes on Tuesday and Thursday we also serve daily Vespers before the classes begin 
so that our parishioners can participate in Church worship during the week. We also try to provide both 
our parishioners and our guests with opportunities to come to educational lectures and retreats with 
speakers like Archbishop Lazar (Puhalo) and Father Michael Dahulich who visited our parish in the past 
year. 
 The construction for Church Lift has been completed.  Another major project was the replacement of 
old heating and air-conditioning units that have been in use since the time when the Cathedral was built.  
To raise the funds for this project we conducted a pledge drive which allowed our parishioners to pledge 
a certain amount over 2 years towards the cost of the unit replacement. With the donations from our 
parishioners we were able to also add a number of new icons written by Igor Stoyanov, an iconographer 
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from Odessa, Ukraine as well as new icons at the main entrance to the Cathedral written by Marlan 
Allen. Also our church grounds have recently been beautified by a new gazebo that have already 
become a favorite place for many to come to for prayer and meditation. 
 Our parish continues to be involved in the Campus ministry both through our support of OCF at the 
University of Pennsylvania and through ministering to Orthodox students at Philadelphia Biblical 
University. It is also our joy to be a hosting facility for Deacon Formation Program offered through 
Saint Tikhon's Seminary, which allows Orthodox men to take some seminary courses on Saturdays for 
educational purposes or preparation for ordination into Holy Deaconate. 
  
Holy Trinity Church (1899), Catasauqua, Priest Timothy A Hasenecz,  Rector, and Archpriest 
Michael Romanchak (retired, attached).  
 During this past year Holy Trinity has continued to grow as a spiritual family. 
  During the last year been an active year spiritually for our parishioners. Three new members was 
welcomed into the faith through Chrismation. One couple was joined in Holy Matrimony and one of our 
family members moved on to their eternal rewards. 
  The parish sponsored several events over the year to promote the fellowship of our parish family 
and to get our members more involved in the church. These events included a family bingo night, a picnic, 
a basket bazaar and several fund raisers. 
  The parish council has continued to move forward. We have been actively raising funds for the 
restoration of our domes and hope to complete this work in the upcoming year. 
  
Assumption of the Virgin Church (1913), Philadelphia, Archpriest John Udics, Rector, Dean of the 
Philadelphia Deanery, and Priest Sergius Willis (attached).  
 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  a time to be born, and a 
time to die; …   So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should enjoy his work, for that is his 
lot; who can bring him to see what will be after him?                                              Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 2, 22. 
 Assumption of the Virgin Church was founded 94 years ago, with 600 families, according to verbal 
history. Twenty-two years ago there were about 220+ members on the census list. Now there are less 
than 50 members, and only half that many regularly attend Liturgy. 
 There are many reasons for this drastic decline. As people found better jobs, they moved away from 
south Philadelphia. As the industries in the area closed, people moved away to find jobs. As the children 
of the parish grew, graduated from college and married, they looked elsewhere for employment. The 
mixed marriages in the parish caused the Orthodox spouse to leave the Orthodox Church for some other 
(more convenient) religion. As the old neighborhood declined, people sought safety in the suburbs. As 
our parishioners died and were buried, there was no one to take their place. 
 Most of the local churches of all denominations suffer from lack of membership – it’s not something 
afflicting only our parish. 
 Until 2007, we leased our hall to the city’s School District for kindergarten space, and rented the two 
houses next to the Church and our garage, and we were able to avoid debt, but not an emptying bank 
account. All our aging buildings need maintenance. This year, the School District did not renew their 
lease. We have made an arrangement with a day-care center to lease our hall, but we must wait for the 
city to grant the necessary licenses and permits. The bank accounts are almost completely empty. 
        Though it is nothing extraordinary, in 2007 we are pleased to have been able to host a mission 
vespers. We helped with the collection for “The King's Jubilee” (a charity for the homeless).  We held a 
food collection for a monastery, and we send off our own small collection to 10 other charities. 
         We were happy that our Parish Council President, Reader Alexei Derek Schmidt, was sent off to 
Saint Tikhon’s Seminary to be a student. We helped him with what we could financially, and will 
continue to do what we can to support him in his studies. 
      Reaching out to our neighborhood, we are working on starting a Spanish-language mission. 
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      So we continue to enjoy our work, which is the Lord’s work. We continue to sing the Lord’s song in 
an increasingly strange and dangerous land. We band together to give thanks to God for the repose of 
our ancestors, and pray for health for the future. We continue to show our love for God, and for His 
creatures, our neighbors. We celebrate the major and minor feasts – splendid but poorly attended. We 
join various neighborhood groups when possible, we donate to charities in our neighborhood and in the 
world, we try to understand our neighbors and pray for them, sharing their joys and sorrows. 
      Our parishioners have started to ask aloud the question which they never dared voice before – “Will 
we make it to our 100th anniversary in six years?”  
 
Saint Michael’s Church (1915), Wilmington, Delaware, Priest Andrew Anderson, Rector.  

Even more than last year, our parish life over the past 12 months was largely consumed by its 
Building Program -- a 4,300 sq. foot new Social Hall.  We are getting somewhere, thanks to God. In May, 
we concluded a successful three year professional capital campaign. We followed this with a successful 
mortgage pledging drive. We arrived at our desired design for the new building and received the bishop's 
blessing. Now we are in the midst of civil engineering and are seeking County approval. During the 
summer month of June, we had our seventh consecutive successful Vacation Bible School. Movie-making 
was again our theme and framework to study the Bible. The students, led by our seminary graduate, 
Reader Paul Scott, made a movie comparing the lives of Saint David and King Saul : “Soul Wars--Episode 
Three: The Throne Wars."  Our OCF (Orthodox Christian Fellowship) campus ministry finished its fifth 
year at the University of Delaware. Thank God, the organization continues its witness on the campus 
this fall. We held our first ever OCF regional conference on the University of Delaware campus, 
attracting Orthodox college students from 13 area universities, representing 7 OCF chapters. The Very 
Reverend Peter Gillquist was the invited guest speaker for this event, held Sept 21-23, 2007. We pray 
that God will lead and guide us as a parish family in all of our endeavors for the upbuilding of the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
Saint Nicholas’ Church (1916), Coatesville, Vacant, served by Archpriest Joseph Toroney.  
 
Saint Nicholas’ Church (1916), Bethlehem, Archpriest Dimitri Oselnisky. 
 Saint Nicholas’ church school has 36 students with 7 teachers. There is also an adult education class 
and a regular study group, Our Church School sponsored a bus trip to visit the King Tut Exhibit in 
Philadelphia, on July 16, 2007. 
 A group of parishioners has volunteered at the Lehigh County Conference of Churches Soup Kitchen 
in Allentown.  
 A new metal roof was installed and the cross on the main cupola has been repaired. Repairs were 
also made to the roof and ceiling of the parish hall, and an new floor was installed, already paid in full. 
A large sinkhole opened on our property, and it also has been repaired, and paid in full. The repair of 
water damage to the ceiling of the Church will be undertaken in 2008. 
 Saint Nicholas held a day-long lenten retreat sponsored by the Lehigh Valley Clergy Brotherhood on 
Wednesday, March 28, 2007. Mother Raphaela of Holy Myrrhbearers Monastery in Otego, NY, was the 
retreat master. Bishop TIKHON celebrated the Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts with the clergy of the 
Brotherhood, and gave a homily on “Living and Growing in Christ.” 
  Mr Alexis Troubetzkoy of Toronto, Canada, spoke on March 25 on the work of the mission and 
charity work of the IOCC. 
 Our high school graduates were presented copies of the Orthodox Study Bible on Sunday, June 10. 
 At luncheon after Divine Liturgy, We bid farewell to Father Thomas and Matushka Evelyn on 
Sunday, June 17. After being attached to our parish for 3 years, Father came out of retirement to 
shepherd a not too distant parish. We wish them Godspeed. 
 Our parish Choir has prepared three concerts – the 2006 Annual Community Christmas Concert last 
December, a concert of liturgical music at a church in Easton later in October this year. And the 2007 
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Annual Community Christmas Concert will be held December 16, 2007. 
 Our parish is pleased to host the Diocesan Assembly in 2006 and 2007. 
 God Grant Many Years to all of our faithful parishioners and generous benefactors.  
 
Saint Nicholas’ Church (1917), Philadelphia, Archpriest John Bohush, Rector, Father Deacon Joseph 
Nicholas Edwards and Archpriest Joseph Toroney (attached).  
 Saint Nicholas continues to promote and offer many programs that have been successful and 
inspiring in the past. The Annual Ethnic Festival, Eggs-stravaganza, Christmas Yolka, Church School 
and Choir have performed extremely well. The Advent and Great Lent Schedule was spiritually active, 
successful. Easter was elegant and festive, a rewarding experience each year. Our newly-planted Willow 
Trees were well fed and provide more willows than we need. Church School attendance in our 
commuting parish has many lean days, but our specially designed program provided good results, more 
than adequate. This year’s Yolka was fabulous, exciting, entertaining and educational. The third such 
yolka written by Kathy Kariouk was well received by the attending adults. Our Sisterhood always has a 
wonderful Pokrova Dinner. Proceeds from their few projects are used in many church sponsored 
projects. The Parish Choir has a few Choir Directors, returning again to Matthew Bohush who directed 
the choir for fifteen years before his employer transferred him to another part of the USA. The 
Sportsmen’s Club assumed the responsibility of some heavy church expenses, so their Annual Crab-Fest 
and Picnic raised the funds to cover these expenses. Many of the original members have fallen asleep in 
the Lord, thankfully the youth and new members have filled in the void. There were no major projects at 
Saint Nicholas this year, all energies were utilized to upgrade the facilities and grounds. The East Poplar 
Neighborhood, which drastically plummeted economically with the Government’s Redevelopment 
Authority 40 to 50 years ago, is beginning to see a drastic transition today. There is a record surge in 
development, renovating and new construction, that each time you drive down the street, it has changed. 
Our new Deacon Joseph Edwards has greatly enhanced the beauty of our liturgical services, and 
performs his duties beyond all our expectations. In November, Saint Nicholas will celebrate its 90th 
Anniversary. Organized near the end of World War I and at the brink of the Russian Revolution, 
wallowing in the loss of their former parish for default of loans, these founders acquired the huge church 
from the Second Dutch Reformed Congregation. Then came a series of depressions and recessions, 
World War II, and all those problems thereafter we younger generation now know too well. But in 
survival it strengthened the resolve to succeed, and Saint Nicholas believes this past year was just 
another successful one, spiritually rewarding, and fulfilling its duties and responsibilities, and is looking 
forward to this coming year. 
 
Holy Trinity Church (1928), Pottstown, Archpriest David Mahaffey, and Protodeacon Peter Skoog 
(attached).   
 January saw a change in leadership at Holy Trinity.  Father Michael Slovesko, who had been serving 
as an interim pastor along with Father Stephen Kopestonsky, was replaced by Father David Mahaffey, 
who came to the Pottstown from Saint Michael's Church in Old Forge.  The year was a difficult one for 
both Father David and the Parish with the passing away of Matushka Karen Mahaffey as she succumbed 
to cancer.  Her funeral was presided over by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Herman, His Grace, Bishop 
Tikhon and many area clergy. 
 The parish continues to be the only beacon of Orthodoxy in the greater Pottstown area, and holds 
several events during the year to increase the publics awareness of the Orthodox Church.  Ethnic food 
sales and a musical concert will highlight the church's outreach this year.  In April Holy Trinity hosted 
the Philadelphia Deanery for a Lenten Mission Vesper Service.  In May, His Grace, Bishop Tikhon 
made an archpastoral visit; during the visit he tonsured Ken Sekellick as a Reader, and awareded the 
Kamilavka to Protodeacon Peter Skoog.   
 In 2008, Holy Trinity will celebrate its 80th Anniversary with an Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and 
Grand Banquet June 22. 
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Saint Herman’s Church (1974), Gradyville, Archpriest John Perich, Rector, and Archpriest Nicholas 
Yuschak (retired, attached).  
 
Saint Mark’s Church (1974), Wrightstown, Archpriest Theodore Heckman, Rector, Secretary-
Treasurer of the Philadelphia Deanery, and Protodeacon Gregory Moser (attached).  
 Continuing our mission in beautiful Bucks County, Saint Mark’s Church celebrates all the major 
Feast Days in addition to many lesser ones, especially the recently glorified saints who labored in 
America. We honor the Iveron Icon of the Mother of God by singing the Akathist on each of the Icon’s 
Feast Days. We continue to hold in loving remembrance our former pastor Father Vladimir Borichevsky 
and his wife, Matushka Mary on the days of their repose. 
 Our choir under the capable direction of Mr Sergei Arhipov and Mrs Martha Moser provides 
splendid and prayerful responses at all our Services. 
 We respond to the charitable requests of the National Church as well as local needs as they arise and 
as we are able. A large donation along with gifts of food and other supplies were provided this past year 
to assist a needy person in our area. Annually we conduct a benefit luncheon for the Christmas Stocking 
Project. 
 On Saturday, December 9, last year we held an Advent Parish Retreat. The theme was “Cosmic 
Redemption.” The day featured a presentation by guest speaker Katie Ren on her recent mission journey 
to Uganda, East Africa. 
 Our Nativity Yolka centered on “Carols of the World,” sung by our parish children, choir and 
faithful. The event included music of harpist Daria Cortese, a new member of Saint Mark’s. 
 We were very pleased to greet our Bishop TIKHON on Sunday, March 4, on which we 
commemorated the 7th Anniversary of the repose of Matushka Mary Borichevsky. Again on September 
23, we rejoiced in the visit of Bishop TIKHON as we celebrated the 20th anniversary of ordination of our 
Protodeacon Gregory Moser. 
 Our Lenten Parish Retreat was held on Saturday, March 10. The theme was “The Bridal Chamber of 
the Human Heart” – centered on the beautiful teachings of Saint Ephraim the Syrian. At this retreat our 
guest speaker was Mr Michael Jones, who presented a marvelous talk and workshop on the art of 
ecclesiastical bell ringing. 
 On Great and Holy Saturday, Mr Andrew Cortese was chrismated and welcomed into the fellowship 
of our Church. 
 Our summer vacation Church School was held on the week of June 18-22. Each day from 10 am 
until 1 pm our children participated in a program of prayer, scripture, lives of the saints, icons, stories, 
music – vocal and instrumental, and arts and crafts. 
 Our summer mini-retreat, held on Saturday, August 4, centered on the theme “Transfiguration: 
Vision of the Invisible.” Our Lord’s Transfiguration on Mount Tabor was examined through Scripture, 
icon, festal celebration and relation to hesychastic prayer. 
 Occasional flea markets, baked goods sales, pysanki sales, gourmet dinners, and hosting Deanery 
and local ecumenical clergy meetings rounded out our activities last year. Thanks be to God for His 
many blessings to us, and for His merciful loving-kindness! 
 
 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” Ps. 127:1 


